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Who Suffers when 
State Support for Public 
Higher Education 
Stagnates?

State support at the 2008 level is 
forcing higher tuition rates, more 
student debt, and increasingly 
counterproductive cost cutting.

A brief scan using multiple sources



STATE INACTION HARMS VERMONTERS

 ◼ VERMONT HAS LOW COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

Vermont does a great job graduating high school students, but a poor job sending kids to college. 
Cost is a factor.

 

 ◼ VERMONTERS PAY THE SECOND HIGHEST IN-STATE TUITION IN THE 
COUNTRY, DESPITE THE LOW COST OF THE PUBLIC STATE COLLEGE 
SYSTEM

Vermont students who attend college in-state pay more for it, primarily because Vermont provides 
among the lowest levels of state funding for higher education.

 

 ◼ THE VERMONT STATE COLLEGES HAVE LOW TUITION AND COST OF 
ATTENDANCE, BUT HIGH STUDENT DEBT

For most Vermonters, the VSC is their lowest cost option, but the combination of low state support 
and the socio-economic makeup of our students means they borrow more and graduate with high 
college debt.
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2014 College Enrollment Rates

ED = Economically Disadvantaged Students

Source: Common Data Project 2015 Annual Report
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Highest & Lowest Family Share
of Total College Costs (Public)

In 2008, students and families paid approximately 36% of the cost 
of public college; in 2014 that percentage increased to half. Again 
these averages only take us so far; below are the states with the 
top and bottom “family shares”—percent of total college costs paid 
by individuals or families—a strong measure of just how “public” our 
public institutions are.
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Percent of Students Going to School
Out-of-State vs. In-State

ED = Economically Disadvantaged Students

Source: Common Data Project 2015 Annual Report

Source: Institute of Education Sciences, https://ies.ed.gov
via http://www.valorebooks.com/visualizing-college-out-of-state?pd_=_
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Tuition and Fee Comparisons for
Vermont Students

School Year 2014-15

Source: Data compiled by VSC Chancellor’s Office 
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Average Annual Net Cost of Attendance
(All costs minus grant aid)

Source: United States Department of Education College Scorecard
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Typical Total Debt
(Median Debt of Graduates with Federal Debt)

Source: United States Department of Education College Scorecard
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State Fiscal Support for Higher Education
per $1000 of State Personal Income

FY2015

Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity
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Vermont Fiscal Support for Higher Education
per $1000 of Personal Income

FY1961 to FY2015

Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity
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2014 High School Graduation Rates

Source: Common Data Project 2015 Annual Report
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2014 College Enrollment Rates

ED = Economically Disadvantaged Students

Source: Common Data Project 2015 Annual Report
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